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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This Conservation Management Pl an begins with an

contextualised within its relationship to the other elements of the Premonstratensian Abbey forming the
core of the village of Blanchland. The structural analysis is based on the published work of Peter Ryder,
the DAC Archaeological Adviser. This evaluation of the asset lays the foundation for an assessment of
the Churchdés Heritage Significance, using ths

clearly is highly significant, making it of national importance. In terms of its Aesthetic and overall
Communal Values the Church has Moderate significance, making it of regional importance. The Church
is obviously an important historical asset and as such it merits a detailed plan for the management of
its future well-being.

The assessment of significance then leads on to a discussion of Management Issues arising from the
need to protect and conserve the significance of the Church. Two major categories of management
issue have been identified, namely:

i) Physical Management Issues T those relating to the care and maintenance of the Church
fabric, many of which arise from recommendations for action contained within the latest
Quinguennial Review Report on the condition of the Church.

ii) Aspirational Management Issues i those that pertain to the future use of the Church and
which might be intimately linked with the on-going Church mission statement, the general
vision for its future use, and the overall aims of the Community Development

i s

critet
Conservation Principles (2008) document . I n terms

of

Organi sation/ Parochi al Chur 6ReCioluinemnt 68le Bil aagéi

Chief amongst these issues is how to make the Church fit for purpose in the 21t century
given that it has no running water, heating system or kitchen facilities? How can the
community provide a flexible and creative space within the Church that is amenable to
multiple religious and secular uses and which complies with disability discrimination
|l egi slation and which also meets the high
environmental campaign as set out in Shrinking the Footprint?

This consideration of wider management issues then leads on to an outline of policies designed to retain

St anc

and enhance the Churchés significance. Chi ef amongs:

through the establishment of a new management body for the Abbey Church and direct involvement in
the O6Rures fCohurEweryoned initiative as a means
promote the pro-active conservation management of the Church and its related elements.

A raft of policies is also set out to facilitate the maintenance and repair of the Church fabric and to meet

de

the issues raised by a consideration of the Churchos

lack of running water, heating and kitchen facilities).

I n terms of a gener al 6L ega c yrethabthis ConservatibruManageenént | t
Plan continuously evolves and remains accurate and useful. As our knowledge of the Church increases
over time, and its functions and uses continue to expand and develop, then the conservation issues
that this evolution creates must continue to be managed and resolved.



Blanchland Conservation Management Plan

1. GENERAL INTRODUCTION

1.1 Blanchland is located on the north bank of the River Derwent, 11 miles west of Shotley
Bridge, 10 miles south of Hexham and 9 miles north of Stanhope, in the south-western corner
of Northumberland at NGR NY965504. The Derwent is the boundary between Durham and
Northumberland at this point, and the village lies at the centre of a small, level, area between
the River Derwent and rising land to the north. This area is occupied by fields, and extends
about a kilometre upstream and downstream from the village. Upstream, at Baybridge, the
hills converge to form a narrow, steep sided, valley and two kms further upstream, the source
of the Derwent is located at the confluence of the Beldon and Nookton Burns. About a
kilometre downstream from Blanchland, the hills converge again to form a narrow valley,
before this opens out again at Ruffside from where the stream flows into the Derwent
Reservair.

1.2 The village and the Church have developed from the remains of one of only six
Premonstratensian Abbeys in North-Eastern England (Fig. 1). It was founded in 1165 by
Walter de Bolbec and it is the only Premonstratensian Abbey in the country to retain part of its
original Church as the current parish Church. All of the extant Church/Abbey fabric would
appear to date to the C13th.

1.3The Premonstratensian order oPrémontrdnearbhasnim egul ar
France in 1120 by Saint Norbert, (t hey are al so known as ONorbert
of the Monasteries under Henry VIl they had 35 religious houses in England. As Ryder has

pointed out, 6 Bl anchl and is unique in the manner in w
compl ex, both c¢cloister and outer court, were rec
in the 18th century by the Lord Crewe Trustees. 0

1.4 The Church itself, and the above ground remains of the priory that can still be seen
embedded within the current village structure, were the subject of late nineteenth/very early
twentieth century antiquarian interest (e.g. Johnson, 1894; Featherstonehaugh, 1868, 1893;
Knowles, 1902; Northumberland County History (NCH), 1902). Recent work on the Church,
the Priory and the village in general has been carried out by Peter Ryder and the Newcastle-
based Archaeological Practice (see below and Ryder, 1985, 2000, 2005, 2006, 2012, 2017;
The Archaeological Practice, 2014).

2. PURPOSE OF THE PLAN

2.1 A Conservation Management Plan is simply a document which sets out the significance of
a heritage asset, and how that significance will be retained in any future use, management,
alteration or repair.

2.2 This plan deals mainly with the abbey/parish Church of Blanchland, but it also
encompasses elements of the wider village that were formed from the associated abbatial

buildings. The Abbey itself is a Scheduled Ancient Monument, while the parish Church and

associated monuments are Grade 1 listed. Other buildings in the village, which occupy the

footprint of the Abbey, are variously Graded 1, 2* and 2, and these include private dwellings

and the Lord Crewe Arms which probably once for
kitchen and also the Abbey Gatehouse, part of which now forms the village shop (see below

Section 4).


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pr%C3%A9montr%C3%A9
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norbert_of_Xanten
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Fig. 1. Premonstratensian Abbeys in the North East of England (after P. Ryder)
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Fig. 2: The Monastic Complex as the modern village of Blanchland (CACA, 2008, 26)
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2.3 This plan has been prepared by Dr Robert Young as an essential condition of the National
Lotteryds funding of the Blanchland Community
Chur ch CB8lanohtandlAbbey 6 Resi | i ent H dnr Matcla 20896 Thé®mainj e c t
aims of this project are:

to involve the wider community in the care and development of this historic building
to research the history of the Church and village

to look at how the Church can be developed to support tourism

to consider how the Church could be enhanced and used more; as a venue for the arts
and education, as well as a spiritual, peaceful place for wellbeing and faith

1 to assess what building work -such as the installation of heating and toilets - would
need to be done to support the emerging vision for the Church.

E R

2.4 To this end, the main PURPOSES of this plan are:

9 to provide an historical/structural analysis of the present Church in the context of its
relationship to the other elements of the Premonstratensian Abbey that now form the
core of the village of Blanchland.

=a =

to assess perceived threats to the significance of the asset that is the Church through,
amongst other things, an assessment of the

De

to assess the significance of St Maryds Chur ¢

Cl

T to explore issues and set out policies for

continued conservation, management and maintenance. This would include future
capital works designed to improve the amenity value of the Church.

1 to formulate mechanisms and processes that will help to connect (or reconnect)
people, residents and visitors, in the widest possible sense with this very special place.

9 to contribute towards the establishment of a new and innovative governance structure
for the care and development of Blanchland Abbey, which will hopefully see
responsibility for the building shared between the PCC and BCDO through the creation
of 6Bl anchland Heritaged: a new management

9 to provide information that will contribute to the broadening of the numerical base of
people committed to the care of the Church and the development of a sustainable
future for it.

9 to inform the activities of a proposed volunteer Conservation Management Group that

b «

wi || be formed under the aegis of &éBlanchl an

Everyone6 initiative.

3. STAKEHOLDERS

The | ist of sebosittbelok eepresénts thoss iddividuals and bodies that may have
a variety of interests in the Church. It is hoped that they will be actively involved in the
implementation and future evolution of this Plan.

THE WIDER BLANCHLAND COMMUNITY

BLANCHLAND PROJECT GROUP MEMBERS

BLANCHLAND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ORGANISATION
PARISH COUNCIL

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL

TYNEDALE LOCAL AREA COUNCIL
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NATIONAL CHURCHES TRUST

NORTH PENNINES AONB PARTNERSHIP

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHAEOLOGY TEAM

HISTORIC ENGLAND

LORD CREWE ESTATE/CHARITY

NATIONAL LOTTERY

ROBIN DOWER T ARCHITECTS

NORTHUMBERLAND WILDLIFE TRUST

LORD CREWE HOTEL

PETER RYDER i (Both in a personal capacity and as DAC Archaeological Adviser)

4. EVALUATION OF THE ASSET

(N.B. This discussion could not have been compiled without the meticulous researches of
Peter Ryder and the contribution of volunteers in the Blanchland History Group led by Drs
Sheila and Andrew Newton).

Historical Context

4.1 Before any attempt is made to discuss either the physical remains of the Church or their
significance, it is essential to locate the Church, and its changing fortunes, against the

backdrop of the wider historical ¢andeavaukon. of Bl an

Origins of the Place Name

4.2 The Blanchland Conservation Area Character Appraisal (CACA) document speculates

that , 6t he name comes from the French o6bl anchebd

derive from the white habitswornby Pr emonstratensian canons6 (200

the case. The Northumberland County History (NCH), however, offers a more detailed

consideration of the origins of the Abbeyds name
6The name of Bl anchl and, or Al baomLanda, has |

the priory of Blanche Lande, in the diocese of Coutances, near Cherbourg,
founded as a Praemonstratensian house in 1154 by Richard de Haia,
constable of Normandy, but there was also a priory of Blanchland or Blanca
Landad in Guernsey, and a very celebrated abbey of Blanchland, Alba
Landa, or as it is more usually called Whitland, in Carmarthenshire. This last
was founded by the celebrated Pauhnus, or Pawl Hen, at the beginning of
the sixth century.' There may be some foundation of truth in the tradition,
which seems incredible at first, that ' the Blauncheland. of the county of
Northumberland' existed from the days of King Arthur;' though this may be
the result of confusion with the Welsh house.6 ( NCH, 383D 2, 312

4.3 This last observation is based on comments made by the French chronicler Froissart,
when he was discussing the visit of Edward Il to Blanchland during a campaign against the
Scots in 1327 (see below).
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Historical Outline

4.4 There is some debate over whether an earlier ecclesiastical establishment existed at
Blanchland before the founding of the Abbey. In truth we will probably never know if this was
the case, though Ryder has pointed to a fragment of a Romanesque capital amongst the
stones preserved in the garden of the Lord Crewe Arms which is stylistically earlier than any
carved stone visible in the current Church (Ryder, 2017, 13).

4.5 The Abbey was, however, founded in 1165 by Walter de Bolbec and dedicated to God and
to St. Mary the Virgin by a charter which made provision for the maintenance of 12 canons of

the Praemonstatensian order o6unless by the

advi

|l arger number should be received6t ( NCH, 313) .

Leicestershire and Bolbec initially granted them a | | the I and o6north

line running from Little Akedene to the head of Widenes, and thence by the Carres and the
head of Bradeshaugh to Silvedene-burn, which it followed up to the ford where the Corbridge
road crossed it. Besides this, Walter de Bolbec gave them the Church of Harle and that of

Bywell St. Andrew, with its dependent chapels of Styford, Shotleyand Appl etr ee.

werealsotohol d &6t he mil |l of ShHepshdulébe putin posséssias oftha
Church of Bywell ; they also had a concession of the tithes of the vill of Wulwardhope, and ten
fish from the pool of Styford, over and above the tithe due to the Church.' These grants were
further enhanced by 1214 (NCH, 313 i 314).

4.6 As Wade highlights, the Abbey grew in wealth, being enriched by further grants, some of
them from the locally and nationally powerful Neville family, and in 1215, King John confirmed
to the canons at Blanchland all the landed and other bequests bestowed upon the abbey to
date. The continuing, late thirteenth century, importance of Blanchland can also be seen in
the fact that in 1295 Edward | summoned the Abbot of Blanchland to attend Parliament as one
of the few invited ecclesiastical members (Wade, 1967, 8).

4.7 In July 1327 a large Scottish army crossed the south Tyne and ravaged the western part
of the Bishopric of Durham, burning the Abbey at Blanchland. In response to this, King Edward
Ill, who was at Durham, marched to Haydon Bridge, hoping to cut off the Scottish retreat. On
the night of July 31%t Edward stayed in the Abbey, preparing to do battle with the Scottish
army, camped at Stanhope in Weardale i an aim in which he was frustrated by the flooded
River Wear, which divided the two armies when they eventually located each other.

4.8 The depredations of the Scots (and the necessity of hosting a visit by the English army),
followed a few years later by the Black Death, reduced the abbey to an impoverished state,
and various requests for assistance are preserved. For example, on September 27", 1327,
the King, who was at Lincoln, ordered John de Carleton to deliver to Blanchland victuals, that
were in his keeping at Newcastle, to the value of twenty marks (NCH, 320), and again, in 1329
a further request to the King was made for recompense for the Scottish depredations and for
the impact of the King and his army on the Abbey on the occasion of his stopover in 1327.
This request was implemented in October 1331. From all of this we can see that the Abbey
was never a rich or flourishing establishment (NCH, 3207 322).

4.9 This situation was further reinforced by data gathered at the end of the C15th. Surviving
evidence from Visitations shows that the Abbey remained poor. The number of resident
canons fell to eight, of which three or four would have been absent, serving as vicars to those
parishes whose patronage was owned by the Abbey e.g. Bywell, St Andrew, Heddon on the
Wall, and Kirkharle, and the abbey buildings, especially the chapter house were in poor
condition. (Ryder, 2017, 13).

10
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4.10 In the reign of Henry VIIl, Blanchland suffered when the so-c al | ed 6 s mal
houses (those with an income of under £200) were dissolved under a statute passed on
February 4th, 1536. The house was re-founded, however, on January 30th, 1537, in order
'that the abbot and canons may devoutly attend to divine worship, and exercise hospitality and
other works of piety there.' The king granted ' that William Spragen, professed of the order, be
abbot of the said monastery, and be reputed and accepted for abbot and chief governor
thereof, as he was before February 4th last." The abbot and convent on their part ' grant by
these presents that they will ever well and faithfully keep and observe all rules, ordinances,
constitutions and statutes, which shall be provided, assigned, or appointed by the king as
supreme head of the English Church, or by his ministers concerning or touching the good
government of the said monastery.' (NCH, 322). Blanchland was dissolved for a second time
in December 1539. The active incumbents consisted of an Abbott (Spragen), a sub-Prior, five
canons and two novices, and all were granted pensions to cover their loss of livelihood.

4.11 Six years later, in 1545, after paying £2,270, 19s. 1d to the Court of Augmentation,
Blanchland, along with other properties in Northumberland, was granted to John Bellow and
John Bloxham, and from this point onwards the site becomes entangled with the fortunes of
some ofthenorth-east regionds strongest, and for a

4.12 On July 6th 1545 Bellow and Broxholme sold Blanchland to William Farwell, (or Farewell),
for the sum of £200, 14s. 8d. As Ryder indicates, (2017, 13) his daughter and widow both later
married members of the Radcliffe family, a Jane Radcliffe (d.1606) married Nicholas Forster
of Bamburgh, and by this line Blanchland passed into the hands of the Forsters. Sir Claudius
Forster was created a knight by James | in March 1619 (Wade, 1967, 13) and the Blanchland
estates remained in the hands of the Forster family for almost a century. Wade (1967, 14-17)
gives a detailed account of the main features of the fortunes of the Forster family.

4.13 Sir Claudius Forster died in 1623 and Blanchland passed into the hands of his widow,
Dame Elizabeth Forster. At this time, it seems that the Church had fallen into dis-use and
much of its stone may well have been used for building works in the village. A chapel, built

er

ti

against the west wal/l of the tower, may have

House became the Manor House. Other Abbey buildings were also probably adapted as
dwellings for the villagers at this time (CACA, 2012, 13). In the Blanchland Hearth Tax Roll in
1665, Elizabeth Forster was taxed on no less than 10 chimneys and at her death, also in 1665,
an inventory of her possessions in Blanchland lists several apartments including her own

6chamber 6, 6t he Tower Chamber 6, 6t he Cl oister

328). Clearly this was a substantial property and it probably included the west and south

(0]

me ,

C

or

Ch

ranges of the old claustral buildings in additioc

4.14 In 1709, following the death of the last heir of the Forsters in 1704, Nathaniel, Lord Crewe,
Bishop of Durham, purchased the family estates, including Blanchland and Bamburgh, for the
sum of £20,697 10s. This purchase was finally confirmed by deed on May 15th and May 16th
1709. He was, however, linked to the Forster family through his second marriage to Dorothy
Forster in 1699. (Dorothy Forster, Lady Crewe, was the aunt of another Dorothy Forster,

i mmortalised in Sir Walter Besantb6s eponymous

published in 1884 (see further below). The latter Dorothy Forster had organised the escape of

her brot her, 6Gener al 6 @ndad thé& dacobite raops inwhe @715h a d

Rebellion from imprisonment in London and ultimately to safety in France. (The Crewe Arms
has a large fireplace in which General Tom allegedly hid from Government troops in 1715).

4.15 Lord Crewe had no heir and his will, dated 24™ June 1720, set up the Lord Crewe Trust
to which all of his holdings and estates, including Blanchland and Bamburgh, were left upon

11

c
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on



Blanchland Conservation Management Plan

his death in 1721.The Blanchland Estate still remains with the Lord Crewe Trust to the present
day, though Bamburgh Castle was sold to Lord Armstrong in 1894 for £60,000.

4.16 When John Wesley preached at Blanchland in 1747, the service had to take place in
the Churchyard with the assembled congregation kneeling on the grass. As he noted in his
diary:

Tues. 24 - | rode to Blanchland, about twenty miles from Newcastle. The
rough mountains stood round-about were still white with snow. In the
midst of them is a small winding valley, through which the Derwent runs.
On the edge of this the little town stands, which is indeed little more than
a heap of ruins. There seems to have been a large cathedral Church, by
the vast walls which still remain. | stood in the Churchyard, under one side
of the building upon a large tombstone round which, while | was at
prayers, all the congregation kneeled down on the grass. They were all
gathered out of the lead mines from all parts: many from Allendale, six
miles off. A row of little children sat under the opposite wall, all quiet and
still. The whole congregation drank in every word with such earnestness
in their looks, | would not but hope that God will make this wilderness sing
for joy.

4.17 The present Church was clearly in a ruinous state, so much so that five years
later in 1752, when Blanchland was made into a separate parish, the Lord Crewe
Trustees built a house for the new vicar, re-constructed the choir of the Abbey
Church so that it could function as the parish Church, and re-built and converted
many of the abbatial outbuildings into houses. As the CACA document highlights,

6é. .these eighteenth century houses still stand

abbey buildings and it is this marriage between its medieval and eighteenth century

phases that gives Blanchland its wuniquely attr

(CACA, 2008, 14).

4.18 Some 25 years after the initial Church renovation by the Trustees, the
antiquarian writer, William Hutchinson visited the village and noted,

The west end and tower of the Church and the south aisle of the cross
remain; the latter neatly fitted up for parochial duty. The gateway entering
into the square, where formerly the houses of the Canons stood, still
remains; the towers on each hand converted into ale-houses: the
buildings which are standing are now inhabited by poor people, who are
perhaps employed in the leadworks; the distress and ragged appearance
of the whole conventual buildings, being most deplorable; no one relique
of Church pomp remaining. To compensate for the disagreeable review
of cells of poverty, we walked in the levels adjoining the Church, when it
happened to be the time of divine service: the psalm of the congregation,
at our distance, had a degree of solemn harmony, which inspired serious
though pleasing reflections: sentiments and ideas succeeded, which
dignify the mind of man, and give him competition with angels.
(Hutchinson, 1778/79, 119).

4.19 Inthe periodfrom1813-1 818 Lord Creweds Trustees spent
improvements to the Church and the village, including in 1815 some £450 on a new roof and
paved floor for the Church (NCH, 339). As Ryder points out, while the general remodelling of

12
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Blanchland village is often placed in the later 18" century, it could equally well have taken
place at this time (Ryder, 2017,14).

4.20 Prior to 1828 a school house stood in the Churchyard, joined to the north-west corner of
the tower. By that year the school house had been re-established in the body of the Church.
Archdeacon Singleton, one of t h eeaflypawsd aachad
not a rage for school-houses induced my predecessor to urge his co-trustees to spoil the ante-
chapel and to intersect some tall and beautiful arches by a floor for an upstairs school, the
entrance would have been very striking. | was at a loss what to do in the matter. It would have
been a pity to destroy the schools merely on account of taste, so | contented myself with
begging that at least a clear entry might be made to the Church, that the schools might be

made distinct, and that the children might

(Archbishop Singl et on §.s(Thelevidentedor tBioimsértion carBstllihe
seen in the fabric of itdelll4oelom).chds north

4.21 Further nineteenth century works are recorded by Johnson in 1894. He notes that in 1854
a Baptistery, containing the ancient font, was built on the foundation of the chantry chapel, on

noted

be k

transenp

the east of the transept and that 6The east end

lancet windows, with monolithic columns, 11 feet 4 inches in length, took the place of the

square window t h a't had become dil apidated6. -pipdwag he sanm

placed over the chancel and nave at the cost of £236 15s 10d (Johnson, 1894, 302-303) (see
Pl. 20). A new organ and reredos in were installed in 1890 (Johnson, 1894, 304) and a screen
and further seating was added in 1913 (Ryder, 1917, 14).

4.22 Through-out the nineteenth century the development of the village as a whole was
intimately linked with the fortunes of lead mining in the region and the population clearly
fluctuated as a result. The census returns list the population as follows:

CENSUS | POPULATION
YEAR NUMBER
1801 366

1811 518

1821 412

1831 454

1841 676

1851 491

1861 474

1871 407

1881 293

1891 276

1901 232

Table 1: Blanchland C19th Census (Source: CACA, 2008, 15)

4.23 In October 1972 the then Tynedale District Council designated the village as a
Conservation Area (Fig. 3). The draft Conservation Area Character Appraisal document

(CACA) (2008) notes that, ORecent years have see

of several buildings in and around the village. Such schemes include the conversion of
redundant farm buildings at Bank Top House, Cote House and Cowbyers Farms (outside the
conservation area) to provide family homes. Within the village, the old school, built by the
Trustees in about 1860 to provide education for local children, was converted into the White
Canon Tea Rooms which opened in 2004. The old tea rooms were converted into an easy
access dwelling, and the Estate Buil der o6s

13
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site was redeveloped to provide local housing and the new village hall was built adjacent to
the sports club and playingi6).i el d in 1995,

220m

Blanchiang

© Crown copyright and database rights 2014 Ordnance Survey 100043048
mment Information House Limited copyright and database rights 2013 100049048

Fig. 3: Blanchland Conservation Area (CACA, 2008, 26).

Description of the Church

4.24 Blanchland Abbey Church is of a highly unusual form. Its L-shaped plan is the result of
its formation in the mid-18" century from the ruins of the north transept (with the tower at its
north end) and the eastern arm of the medieval Premonstratensian Abbey Church. The fabric
is a mixture of medieval, mid-18" century and late-19™ century restoration (when the eastern
aisle of the transept was reinstated i see above), but the individual phases are not always
easy to untangle (Fig. 4). The fabric is of coursed sandstone, ranging from near- ashlar quality
to little more than rubble, with a roof of graduated sandstone flags, hipped at the angle of the
transept and eastern arm.

4.25 As noted above there was much antiquarian interest in the Church itself and its
architecture was well studied and recorded (e.g. Featherstonehaugh, 1868, 1893; Johnson,
1894; Knowles, 1902 (Fig: 5); Northumberland County History (NCH), 1902). Recent work on
the Church, the Priory and the village in general has been carried out by Peter Ryder and the
Newcastle-based Archaeological Practice (see below and Ryder, 1985, 2000, 2005, 2006,
2012, 2017; The Archaeological Practice, 2014). This current discussion of the Church is taken
|l argely from Ryderb6s excellent accounts of

14
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TRANSEPT

BLANCHLAND ABBEY
THE CHURCH

Provisional Phasing

Early 13th century
Mid-13th century
Mid-18th century
19th century

CHOIR
sedilia
R b il 4
= Se=p ]
10 20 m

Fig. 4: Phased Plan: Blanchland Church (after Ryder, 2017, 18)
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Ocrozs
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Fig. 4. Blanchland Abbey, Northumberland.
Reproduced, by permission, from Archacological Journal, lix.

Fig. 5: Plan of Blanchland Abbey by Knowles 1902
EXTERNAL

4.26 The west elevation of the Church (Pl. 1) is in three parts; to the south the 18™"-century
west wall of the main body of the building (now divided into two bays), in the centre the two-
bay elevation of the transept and on the north the tower, which contains the entrance into the
building. The main body and transept have two-light windows with pointed arches and simple
Y-tracery.

4.27 The west wall of the main body (PI.1) is of coursed squared stone, without any quoins to
its southern corner, where the rubble-built Churchyard wall butts up against it. (On its south
face, towards the garden behind the Lord Crewe Arms, the lower part of this wall preserves
some fabric of the south wall of the lost nave, and the bases of the jambs of the eastern
processional door, opening onto the former cloister i see below). This 18" century masonry
continues as far as a straight joint in line with the north face of a low stepped buttress fashioned
out of the stub of the north wall of the medieval nave (PI. 2). It has a simple chamfered plinth
(exposed within a perimeter drain) and two windows which have broad mullions with flat faces
between paired hollow chamfers, that of the southern window much more worn. Their outer
frames, with dressings that are perhaps re-used medieval work, have two broader hollow
chamfers.
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belfry C14 ' \

lower parts of tower c1300 /

transept ~ ,  south part ‘ r\\
later C13 ' of wall 1752

PI. 1. West Elevation (annotated by Ryder)

4.28 The transept wall has a more elaborate two-part plinth which at the south end of the wall
drops to a lower level and is returned on the north face of the buttress already mentioned.
The plinth has been stepped out around what looks to have been the base of a buttress
midway along the wall; its upper part has gone but is evidenced by disturbed masonry in the
wall above. The two windows in this part of the wall have double-chamfered mullions, but their
outer orders have two small hollow chamfers with a square step between them (the top three
blocks of the southern jamb of the southern window have been renewed with blocks that have
a single chamfer only), their inner orders have been carried on jamb shafts, of which the
moulded capitals and bases survive.

4.29 The tower has a massive lower section, square in plan with clasping buttresses at the
angles, divided into three unequal stages by string courses chamfered above and moulded
below; its plinth appears to be continuous with that of the transept. There is a narrower
stepped buttress projecting from the south end of the west face of the south-western clasping
buttress. The lower stage has a central two-centred doorway of two orders, the outer moulding
with the same moulding of two hollow chamfers with a step between as seen in the transept
windows; it has a casement-moulded hood with a human head above its apex, directly below
the lowest of the string courses, which rounds the narrow buttress and then is carried up to a
higher level.
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PIl. 2: West Face of Transept Showing Possible Buttress Scar (P. Ryder)

4.30 (PL.3) Alongside the doorway on the north is a trefoil-arched recess, with an external
rebate and evidence of door fittings (as well as a central socket in its sill). The string above
has been partly cut away when structures adjacent to the tower have been built, the first
apparently a chapel and the second a schoolroom. The larger of the two structures i probably
the earlier chapel i appears to have had its south wall in line with the centre of the doorway
(which was presumably blocked when it was built), and had its eaves level ¢ 1.5 m above that
of the second smaller structure, which had its south wall set further north. The cuts for the
gabled roofs of both structures remain clear, and the wall face below them has many old
graffiti; the most legibleisa | i ne ¢ 3.5 m above the ground whict
Between the two roof-lines is a chamfered square-headed loop lighting the newel stair within
the north-western clasping buttress.

4.31 In the tall second stage of the tower is a lancet window in a surround of two chamfered

order s, the inner one partly cut awadkeform; enl ar g
subsidiary string courses (not continued on the clasping buttresses) run below the lancet sill

and are stepped up over its head as a hood-mould. Above is the second major string, and

higher up a second square-headed loop in the north-west buttress. A little below the top of the

lower section of the tower is another chamfered string course, possibly marking the base of

an early parapet.

4.32 The upper stage of the tower, the belfry, is set back from the wall faces below, and the
clasping buttresses have sloped slab caps (Pl. 1). It is built of greyer stone than the lower
stage (which has a lot of brown/yellow fabric); the belfry opening is of two cusped trefoiled
lights, with a quatrefoil in the spandrel, under a damaged moulded hood. The very top of the
wall looks as if it might have been rebuilt, below the square-section band at the base of the
parapet, which has a simple square-edged coping, and looks post-medieval.
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PI. 3: West Face of Tower showing Roof Scars (annotated by Ryder)

Pl. 4: Tower Graffiti (P. Ryder)

4.33 The north face of the tower (PI. 5) is similar to the west, except that the north-eastern
clasping buttress ends in a gabled top below the third stage. The only opening to the lower
stage is a chamfered loop to the stair in the north-west buttress; the second stage has a lancet
in a deep triple-chamfered surround, with a small string carried over it as a hood, and another
loop to the stair; the north elevation of the belfry is very similar to the west.
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4.34 Originally there has been an additional structure, a chapel or perhaps a vestry/sacristy,
attached to the east face of the tower (Pl. 7), with the projecting tabling of its steep roof
surviving, its eaves having been a ¢2.5 m above ground but its apex over half way up the tall
middle stage of the tower. The tower plinth has returned along the north wall of this structure,
the cut-back scar for which remains clear ¢ 1.5 m from the angle of the clasping buttress;
within the structure there has been a simple chamfered plinth, interrupted by a central two-
centred doorway of two continuous chamfered orders. Higher up the north-eastern clasping
buttress has a gabled top (as on the north); on this side the belfry opening has simple un-
cusped tracery, the two principal lights having rough elliptical arches.

4.35 The south side of the tower, (PIl. 6) above the transept roof, has no set back below the
belfry, and its wall is of roughly-coursed rubble, not squared stone. The medieval roof tabling
of the transept shows that its roof was considerably taller, and steeper than that of its 18-
century successor, its apex coming a little above the level of the sills of the belfry openings in
the other walls; within the tabling, and just below its apex, is a small square-headed window
in a chamfered surround.

4.36 The Transept aisle is built of squared ashlar that has a tooled finish, with smooth ashlar
dressings. There is a chamfered plinth at the same level as that on the east side of the tower,
with a lower one appearing on the east where the ground falls away. There are quite broad
stepped buttresses at the north end of the wall and between the two windows on the east,
which are each of two trefoil-headed lights, with tracery above. They and the simple lancet in
the north wall have moulded hoods with trapezoidal block terminals. The east wall of the
transept, above the aisle roof, shows the upper parts of two blocked windows; these have
segmental-pointed heads and square-edged ashlar voussoirs (PI. 5).

4.37 The north wall of the chancel (Pl. 5) has a two-step chamfered plinth and a moulded
string ¢ 1.8 m up, another string being carried over the two lancet windows as a hoodmould,
the western terminal of that of the western lancet being in the form of a dogtooth. There is a
stepped buttress between the bays, the lancet window in each having a surround of two
chamfered orders; west of these is the cut for an earlier and taller roof to the aisle, ¢ 1.5 m
above the present one and set at a shallower angle. In the lower wall, below the first string
and ¢ 1 m east of the central buttress is an opening ¢ 0.60 m square now infilled with rubble.

4.38 The east end of the chancel (Pl. 6) has pairs of stepped buttresses at the angles, and
two further buttresses between. The wall and intermediate buttresses all look of late-19™
century date, except perhaps for the lowest courses. There is a moulded string below three
lancet windows, of equal height that have a chamfer and square rebate to their inner orders,
and jamb shafts with moulded capitals and bases to the outer, which carry moulded arches
and a hood with shaped terminals; the gable is topped by a foliate cross terminal.

4.39 The south wall (Pl. 9) presents a large expanse of coursed and squared masonry,
predominantly buff and light grey in colour. Most of it appears to be of mid-18™" century date;
but remains of the 13™ century plinth exist over much of its length, better preserved at the east
end where the base of a buttress is intact; medieval walling appears to survive to some height
in the bay east of this buttress, and in the stepped buttress at the east end of the wall. To the
west of the buttress base the plinth returns on a line 0.34 m further south, which Knowles
interprets as indicating a thickening of the wall behind the sedilia. There are two lancet
windows, one just west of the buttress base, with a double chamfered surround that probably
re-uses old materials, and a more authentic one to the east, its sill at a rather lower level, with
a similar surround that has broach stops at the base of its outer order and is set above a
moulded string which only survives on the easternmost ¢ 2 m of wall.
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Blocked Windows North Face

Chamfered Loops

Lancet with Triple
THE NORTH EAST Chamfered Surround

BLANCHLAND CHURCH FitOM

Line of Vestry /Sacristy/Chapel Roof

PI. 5: Sketch of the Church from the north east, (after Knowles) (annotated by RY)

Medieval Roof Tabling

Square Headed Window

Pl. 6: South Side of the Tower (annotated by RY) (P. Ryder)
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Roof Line

Broad Stepped Buttress

PIl. 7: East Face of Tower and Transept Aisle (annotated by RY) (P. Ryder)

Stepped Buttresses

Buttresses

Pl. 8: East End of Chancel (annotated by RY) (P. Ryder)
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Possible
Earlier
Lancet

PI. 9: South Wall of Chancel (annotated by RY) (P. Ryder)

INTERIOR
The Tower

4.40 From the main doorway five stone steps descend to the flagstone floor of the tower, which
is at the same level as the main floors of the transept and western part of the main body. The
segmental rear arch of the doorway is partly concealed by an internal wooden porch; the
opening has a long drawbar tunnel in its south jamb and a socket in the north. Opposite in the
east wall are two steps up to a doorway into the former north-eastern sacristy or vestry; this
door also has a segmental rear arch, with a chamfer to the head and south jamb, and a
relieving arch of thin stones directly above , which is cut into by a series of sockets as if it had
once been closed by a partition. There is a drawbar socket on the north and what looks like
an infilled drawbar tunnel on the south.

4.41 The internal walls of the tower are of coursed roughly-squared stone/rubble, and rise
unbroken to the belfry floor. At the north end of the west wall is the door to the newel stair,
which has an unusual shouldered segmental head; above it a narrow diagonally-set panel of
masonry is corbelled out to accommodate the stair. The lancet windows on north and west
have segmental-pointed rear arches carried on chamfered ribs, the northern with one rib flush
with the internal wall face and the western with two. A little to the south of the doorway are an
opposed pair of large sockets ¢ 2 m above the floor, that on the west with a much smaller
socket directly below, and that on the east more roughly shaped
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4.42 The tower opens from the transept with a lofty pointed arch of three chamfered orders,
with a damaged hood-mould. Towards the transept the jambs are of the same section, with
moulded capitals and bases (PI. 10); towards the tower the two outer orders die in to the wall.

PI. 10: Looking north through the partially-reconstructed arch into the transept, with
the tower beyond and the arcade to the transept aisle on the right. (P. Ryder)

4.43 Ascending the stair, the walls are of good ashlar, and the undersides of the treads above
are at first neatly chamfered; further up these become square, and the height of the treads
decreases so that the angle becomes unusually shallow for a medieval newel stair. The most
unusual feature are at the head of the stair, where the newel ends, under a complex slab vault,
with three steps up into a short but narrow (0.50 m) passage i its entry rebated for a door -
which enters the belfry through the north side of the rear arch of the western belfry opening,
the sill of which is just above floor level ( Pl. 11). The west and north belfry openings have
segmental-pointed rear arches (of plain square section) and the northern, which may have
been rebuilt, one of depressed form; its internal sill has clearly been raised at some time.

4.44 On either side of each opening, at just below the level of the springing of the rear arch,
is a large open socket, presumably relating to earlier bell frames, and there is a further large
socket higher up near the west end of the north wall. Each wall has a small off-set between 1
and 1.5 m above the floor, which may represent the upper limit of the fabric of the earlier phase
of the tower. The north-west corner is quite complex, with a projection at floor level that
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survives from the top of a phase 1 stair turret; high up, above the entry passage, is a big
chamfered off-set. The entry passage seems of one build with the belfry. The small window
on the south has its internal jambs almost square with the wall and is covered by a series of
lintels. The present bell-frame is a simple construction of four posts, set centrally, with various
horizontal struts to the side walls providing stability; its single bell has an inscription stating
that it was made in London in 1754 and recast by H. Wilson in 1878 (PI. 12).

PI. 11: Looking north along the narrow passage between the belfry and the head of the
newel stair, surely designed with the defensive intent of restrict access. (P. Ryder)

Pl. 12: Bell Frame and Bell (P. Ryder)
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The Transept

4.45 In the transept, the two windows in the west wall have internal surrounds with the outer
order moulded with pair of hollow chamfers and step between, and the inner with a broad
chamfer, the Y-tracery having the same mouldings as it does externally.

4.46 On the east is a two-bay arcade, with two- centred arches of two chamfered orders with
broach stops at their bases, carried by a heavy cylindrical pier that has a moulded capital and
a two-stepped chamfered base, and responds in the form of moulded corbels. There is a hood-
mould chamfered below and moulded above, partly cut away but retaining an interesting
trefoiled stop at its south end. Abutting the north end of the hood-mould is a peculiar projecting
block that looks as if it might have been a springer for a vault. Above the arches are two large
blocked windows (which lit the 1815 schoolroom) that have rough segmental-pointed heads,
now infilled with browner stone that shows a stippled tooling; their sills cut through the tops of
the hood-moulds of the arches below (PI. 13).

4.47 The two-bay arcade has been infilled with two fine wood and glass partition walls to create
wha't is now St Gabrieldéds Chapel. This space is
community.

4.48 The transept roof is of four narrow bays with simple king-post trusses that have raking
struts from the base of the post to the principals, collars pegged against the south faces of the
posts, and also outer struts between the tie and principals. At the south end of the roof the
north wall of the main body of the Church only rises as high as the eaves, with above it (and
in line with its south face) a timber partition containing an old door, giving access to the roof
space (not inspected) above the chancel ceiling (PI. 13).

King Post Trusses

Blocked School Room
Windows

Two Bay Arcade

PIl. 13: The Transept from the South East (annotated by RY) (P. Ryder)
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The Aisle (St. Gabrields Chapel)

4.49 There are two steps down into the reinstated aisle. The south end wall shows a length
of plinth, with a roll moulding above a chamfer, that would seem to have originally been
external, above it, towards the east end of the wall, is an aumbry with above it a recess with
an old trefoiled and rebated arch, opening into a rough cavity within the wall. At the north end
of the aisle there is a tall vertical straight joint ¢ 15 cm out from the north-west corner; the outer
order of the arcade arch, above the respond, shows some signs of disturbance, which again
might point to a former vault. The 19™-century windows have level sills with chamfered front
edges (PI. 14).

Pl . 14: The Aisle (St. Gabrieldéds Chapel) from th
The Main Body of the Church/Chancel

4.50 The arch between the main body of the Church and the transept is another lofty triple-
chamfered one; its upper part may have been reconstructed but parts are clearly in situ as
there are remains of a hood-mould (Pl. 10). The jambs carrying the inner orders are of trefoil
plan i with a square fillet to the central shaft i that have a simple chamfer to the outer order.
There are moulded capitals (partly cut away) and moulded bases. The relationship between
the arch respond and adjacent transept arcade is not quite clear; it looks as if the respond
may pre-date the arcade. The short length of wall attached to the western respond is of
heavily-mortared rubble; low down on the south face is a patched or disturbed area.

4.51 Within the main body of the Church the 18™-century west wall has a set-back of ¢ 10 cm
at a height of ¢ 1.5 m above the floor; above it the two large two-light windows have rough
internal surrounds, with a hollow chamfer to the outer order. The set-back is continued along
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the south wall, suggesting that the walling above it (except at the east end) has all been rebuilt
(PI1.15).

C17th Fire - Back

Norman Font

Pl. 16: The Chancel, looking East (P. Ryder)

4.52 Two steps rise into the choir (beyond the excellent early-20™ century rood screen) and
two more to the sanctuary, although there is a lower passage against the walls, and behind
the choir stalls (Pl. 16) From this passage on the south the sedilia can be inspected, which
are largely late-19'" century restoration (in Roman cement) (Pl. 17) The eastern jamb and base
of the western jamb are the only original parts; they have attached shafts with moulded capitals
and bases (the base of the eastern renewed). The three recesses have richly-moulded trefoil
arches, with above the intermediate piers carved hood-mould stops (a bishop left and woman
right) (PI. 17).

28



Blanchland Conservation Management Plan

PI. 17: The restored Sedilia (P. Ryder)

4.53 Further west, ¢ 2m west of the pulpit, are the bases of the jambs of a doorway, moulded
with a roll and fillet; the eastern survives to ¢ 1 m but the western is only a single block.

4.54 Towards the east end of the south wall are two lancet windows; the western has a rear
arch like that of the windows in the west wall and looks like post-medieval reconstruction, but
the eastern seems more authentic with evidence of removed jamb shafts and a badly
damaged moulded rear arch.

4.55 On the north the two lancet windows (the western largely concealed internally by the
organ) seem genuine medieval work, the eastern having a better-preserved moulded rear arch
(Pl. 18). There has been an internal string course, now cut back, linking their hood-moulds,
and there are also remains of a cut-back string course ¢ 1.5 m above the floor, and at a height
of around 4 m, a seeming change from roughly-tooled stone to better-quality squared fabric.

lnlch"'!M“

f',;,.m::uw

Pl. 18: Lancet Window hidden behind Organ (P. Ryder)

4.56 The east wall seems all late-19" century work although some of the stonework towards
the north end of the internal off-set ¢ 1m above the floor may be older. Above is a moulded
string, and then the three lancet windows set within a five-bay wall arcade that has shafts with
moulded capitals and bases carrying richly-moulded arches (PI. 16).
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4.57 The flat panelled and carved wooden ceiling is an impressive piece of late Victorian work
(1881) (PI.19).

PI. 19: Panelled Ceiling

The oak screen and stalls were installed in 1913 and there has clearly been a screen at some
time between the transept and the main body of the Church; there are sockets for the uprights
flanking a doorway in the paving, on the line of the north face of the arch into the transept (Pl.
17).

4.58 The four lancet windows in the side walls of the chancel are of unusual interest through
their glazing, which uses zinc kames and frames rather than lead. Each window has 3 or 4
sections, each comprising a number of diamond quarries held in place with T-section zinc
kames. Each quarry is mortared to the kame, not puttied. It is not certain when they were
installed but it was probably in or around 1883, and quite remarkably, ten years before zinc
kames and frames are said to have been first developed by Chicago Metallic in association
with Frank Lloyd Wright. It appears that such windows in a Church context and of such an
early date are rare in Britain (Ryder, 2017, 12).

Additional Features of Importance
4.59 The Church contains other items of architectural/historical importance:

1 Six Medieval grave slabs PlIs. 20, 21 and 22

A group of six medieval grave slabs, either cross slabs or allied monument types, are
set in the north transept floor. Stylistically most are of unusual type, lacking close local
parallels. All have been studied most recently by Ryder (2000). Five are illustrated in
the NCH (Hodgson 1902, 336ff.) (see below).

(PI . 2 0 A tapémng slab df fa@n sandstone bearing an incised pastoral staff,
now rather f ai n(Ryder,2@00,85 Non5g ertain. 6

(Pl.20, No.2) 6 A | ar ge r ect an ggradinedrorargyé sarfdstond (or gri)a r s e
known as O0the Abbotds Tombo. The design is i
head centre. The cross has expanded trapezoidal terminals, outside a ring, the

individual quadrants of which extend to overlay the cross arms in a swastika-like

manner. The cross rises from a stepped base; on the left. is a crozier, overlapping the

left arm of the cross, and on the right, above the right arm of the cross, is a chalice with

30



Blanchland Conservation Management Plan

the host above. Stylistic parallels for this slab are difficult to suggest. Its rectangular
(rather than tapered) form, and the manner in which the host is shown above the
chalice, suggest a late date; there is a similar chalice/host on a fine slab at Jervaulx
Abbey which stylistically must be of later fifteenth- or even early sixteenth-century
date.6 ( Ryder, 2000, 655, No. 1)

(Pl.20,N0.3) OA rectangular slab with an incised
cross with fleur-de-lys terminals and the Sacred Monogr am 61 HC6 at t he <cer
head; the cross rises from a stepped base, the lines of the steps being continued as
6tiersd across the front of the mount. Hodgs
grave, though without citing any evidence. Probably later fifteenth or early sixteenth

c e nt (Ryder, 2000, 55, No. 2).

(Pl.21,No.4) 6 A tapered slab of blue | i me-ammedne. At
cross with splayed terminals, above the black
are a horn-and-baldric, a small bow-and arrow, and a sword. Hodgson (1902, 337)

suggests that a OWilliam and James Eggl esto

?Thomas?) were 6éno doubt foresters of the ab
early sixteenth centur y(Rydler, 2000, 55, No. 4)

(Pl.21, No.5) 6 A broad r ect an g-grhired buf saadbtone vith amo ar s e
incised design. In the centre of a slab is a horn and baldric, the loop of the baldric
enclosing a plain shield; to the r. is a large arrow and to the 1. a sword. At the top and
bottom of the slab are the |l etters O0Td6 a
sl ab. Perhaps fifteent I(Rydem 20@0a56,INg.3)si xt eent

nd ¢
h c¢

(Pl.22,No.6) 6 A t aperi ng -brbwa bandstbne lmeariagnag axial line of

inscription, the Lombardic letters being inlaid in lead. Following a splay-armed cross,

the inscription reads: CECILIA: HAYBUN. On the left side is incised a small pair of

shears. Thestyle of the sl ab is reminiscent of the cc
Hexham Priory, although the conjunction of inscription (to a woman) and a single pair

of shears is seen again on the O6Matildadé sl a
(d.1517)atHor t o n, near Bl y(Rpder, 2008,t5% No.Ghedi eval . 6
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1. 2-GrAvE COVER OF AN ABmOT OF BLANCHLAND, [%GRAYE COVER OF ROSENT. EovLETON,

3-GRAVE COVER, PROBABLY OF A CANON OF BLANCHLAND. 2-Crave Cover oF T{wowss) E(coumson]

Pls. 20, 21 and 22: Medieval Grave Slabs (numbered in text from left to right)

1 Three fine pieces of Medieval stained glass: PI. 23, Nos 1-3
No. 1: The east window on the left contains a remnant of stained glass, representing
a Premonstratensian canon in the attitude of
inscribed on the scroll. (See Report Cover Page)

No.2: The centre window has a small representation of the Crucifixion, surrounded by
the sacred symbols of the Passion.

No. 3 There is another small figure of another canon, kneeling in prayer, in one of the
lancet windows on the south.
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g’/ Y

Pl. 23: Nos 1-3 Medieval Stained Glass.
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1 Seventeenth Century Fire-Back (PI. 24)
Placed on western wall of the Chancel. Showing arms of James I.

1 Contemporary Stained Glass by Leonard Evetts (see below) (PI. 25)
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1 Norman Font (PI. 26) (P. Ryder)

1 The Churchyard Cross (PI. 27) (P. Ryder)
The cross is a Grade 1 Listed feature located in the Churchyard some 17m west of the
present Church door. It is a rare survival of a complete Early Medieval Churchyard
cross and is probably of probably C13th date. Made from gritstone, the monolithic shaft
has chamfered angles with broach stops at the base and a bracelet cross head. Its
overall height is 2.9 m. Its octagonal base is now at ground level and there may have
been steps up to the base that are now buried, probably beneath present ground level.
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The Churchyard

460The Churchyard of St Maryoés is also an import a
some 126 graves and 286 personal/family names recorded on the surviving stones which date

mainly from the 17th, 18th and 19th centuries. They record the names of many long-standing

Blanchland families including a lady who lived to the age of 105, as well as details of tragic

lead-mining accidents and one unsolved murder. There is one Commonwealth War Grave,

that of RAF Sergeant (Wireless Op./Air Gunner) Allen, Arthur Grenfell, who died on

09/08/1940.

The Church in the Wider Context of Blanchland Abbey

4.61 This Conservation Management Plan is primarily concerned with the Church of St. Mary

the Virgin. As will be seen, the whole ethos of this plan is driven by the identification of what

is significant about the O6bassetd (the Church) ai
managed for future generations and for the better development of the community role of the

Church.

4.62 A primary element of the overall significance of the Church is its origins and development
in the plan of the Premonstratensian Abbey. In light of this, it is obviously important to
contextualise the Church in terms of its current relationship with the extant medieval fabric of
the Abbey. To this end a brief, illustrated, discussion of the Church in relation to the wider
village is an integral part of this plan.

4.63 The fabric of the village (Fig. 6) has been recently described in detail by Ryder in various
important publications (Ryder, 1983, 2000, 2005, 2006, 2012, 2017). The brief outline of
external surviving features is taken from this work.

approx plan of
parch marks
ummer 2006

Medieval Structures T
By ¥
MedievalStructures (demolished) W
Structures shown on 1808 plan

foundations of ?ower

scen mid C20 JE
N foundations of

“infirmary

seen mid €20

P

conduits
1} seen 2003

Fig. 6: Key Plan of Village Fabric and Monastic Site (after Ryder, 2012, 3, Fig. 1)
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4.64 The western part of the lawn behind what is now the Lord Crewe Arms Hotel enshrines
the form of the Abbey cloisters which lay at the centre of the life of the religious community
(Pl. 34)

4.65 As PI. 28 indicates the Abbey nave extended to the north of the present Church and
elements of its fabric are preserved in the present Churchyard wall forming the boundary
between the Churchyard and the Lord Crew gardens. Of particular interest on the south (outer)
face of this is the survival of a single, blocked lancet window at the west end of the wall. One
of the corbels that carried the roof of the cloister walk is also visible. The cloister walk ran
around all four sides of the cloister garth. Not far away to the east is a small blocked doorway
of 17" century date, occupying the site of the western of two processional doorways which
opened from the nave into the cloister. (Pls. 28 and 29). At the eastern end of the Churchyard
wall, also visible on its southern face, are the remains of the eastern processional doorway
(PI. 31). At the west end of the wall on its northern (inner) face, a small walled pit reveals what
appears to be the remains of a double piscina, with a pair of trefoiled pointed arches cut into
a single slab; Featherstonehaugh (1893, 39) suggests that this feature was re-set from the
east end of the south wall of the chancel (PI. 31).

Lancet window, corbel and
?C17th doorway.

Church yard wall

Pl. 28: South face of Churchyard Wall. (P. Ryder)
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Pl. 30: Remains of eastern Processional Doorway (P. Ryder)
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PI. 31: Double Piscina on Northern face of Churchyard wall. (P. Ryder)

4.66 The main block of the Lord Crewe Arms, on the west of the cloister, consists of an
embattled | ate medieval tower, which would have
The range adjoining it has been much altered in the 17" and 18" centuries when the old abbey

buildings were converted into a manor house for the Radcliffe and Forster families. It may

have originally been the Guest House, perhaps with the Cellarium (storehouse) on the ground

floor (PI. 33) The archway at its south end, on the east face, would have framed the
Lavatorium, where the canons would have washed their hands before meals; a more elaborate

example can be seen at Hexham Abbey (Ryder, 2012, 15) (PI. 34).

Pl . 32: Priorés House (P. Ryder)
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Pl . 33: Priordéds Hoge¢PeRydennd western r a

Pl. 34: East face of west range (P. Ryder)

4.67 On the south of the cloister would have been the monastic Refectory, where the canons
ate their meals together. It is not quite clear how much of this survives in the present range of
buildings; on the other side, facing The Square, they show the remains of some big windows
at first-floor level, which are probably medieval.
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PI. 35: South Range (P. Ryder)

The canonsd® meals would have been prepawestd in th

(PI. 35)

4.68 Mais has speculated that the east range of claustral buildings may have been demolished
as early as the Henrician Dissolution (cited in Ryder, 2012, 38). The remains of the eastern
part of the Chapter House have, however, been recently exposed during archaeological
excavations on the Lord Crewe lawn (Fig. 7) and they are now displayed for public view

(Archaeological Practice, 2014)

POSSIBLE REMNANTS
OF SURFACE

Illus. 26: Plan of The Chapter House.

Fig. 7: Plan of Chapter House remains (The Archaeological Practice, 2014)

4.69 A large arch spanned the room, carrying the outer wall of the east range which would
have contained on its upper floor the canonso6 do
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from the Night Stair inside the Church or the Day Stair near the south-east corner of the

cloister. The dormitory probably extended south of the cloister; its south part may survive in

the present Gowlanddés Cottage on the east side o
by the Rere Dorter (latrine block) which would be built over an underground conduit fed by the

river (PI. 36).

Pl . 36: Gowlandés Cottage. (P. Ryder)

Beyond the cloister, parch marks show that there was once a building on the lower lawn; this
may have been the Infirmary or hospital.

The Square/Outer Court Buildings

4.70 The accepted wisdom is thatthe L-s haped O6Squared represents th
monastery although, as Ryder has made clear, what we see today is very much the product

of a remodelling by the Lord Crewe Trustees in the late 18™ century (2012, 27). The Lord

Crewe Arms buildings form the east side of the northern limb and north side of the eastern

limb of the Square, which was formerly entered from the north through the monastic

gatehouse.

The Abbey Gatehouse and adjacent House (Pls. 37-39). (Ryder, 2012, 27 i 30)

4.71 The former Abbey Gatehouse is one of the most obvious architectural features in the
village. It is built of roughly-coursed and roughly-squared stone, including a scatter of larger
blocks obviously re-used from some previous context. The structure is rectangular in plan,
measuring ¢ 13 by 7 m externally, with a garde-robe projection at the north end of the east
side (PI. 37).

4.72 On the external (north) elevation, the gateway arch has an elliptical head, and there are
many mas on s the vaassokssandossame interesting old graffiti on the jambs (Pls. 37
and 38). A little to the west is a low square-headed opening, a secondary insertion, apparently
first reduced to a small window and then completely blocked. At first-floor level are two original
square headed windows and the parapet above is crenelated.
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PIl. 37: Abbey Gatehouse with Garde-Robe Projection (P. Ryder)

Pl. 38: Abbey Gateway (P.Ryder)

4.73 The south elevation of the Gatehouse, facing the Square, was originally the internal face.
To the east is the gate passage, and to the west is the frontage of the post office. This has a
centralsquare-headed door, with various old graffiti on
either side is a 16-pane fixed window with an ogee top to the glazing. On the first floor is a big
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square-headed window of six lights, and to the east, is a two-light window of the same general
form (PI. 39)

PI. 39: South Elevation of Gatehouse and No.1 The Square (P. Ryder).

4.74 The east elevation of the gatehouse (Pl. 37) shows the projecting garderobe at the north
end, with a chamfered slit window on the first floor, and a steeply-sloping cap of stone slabs.
A column of disturbed masonry ¢ 0.6 m from the north end of the projection indicates the
formerposi ti on of a wall which |l inked to the
opposite. This was removed, probably in the later 19" century; prior to this the only access to
The Square from the north was through the Gatehouse. An external stair curves round the
projection and rises southwards to a first-floor doorway at the south end of the wall; this has a
date 1752 and initials TF. In the parapet are two square-edged slit vents; the central merlon
is carried up as a stack.

No 1 The Square (Pl. 39)

4.75 The south elevation of the house, towards the Square is of three storeys. The lower part
of the elevation is of quite thinly-coursed irregular stone (like that of the gatehouse) but the
upper part is of larger squared blocks.

4.76 The front door, set at the extreme west end of the wall, has a two-pane over-light and it
appears to be an insertion. The two windows to the right are of 19™-century character, although
the chamfered jambs of an earlier (and probably medieval) doorway are visible below that in
the centre bay, and what seems to be a rough segmental arch above the lintel of that in the
eastern. At first floor level are three windows. The western is a 4-pane sash set above and
slightly to the east of the door, in the upper part of a blocked doorway (that looks like an
insertion), whilst the central is another sash occupying the upper portion of a square-headed
chamfered doorway which in this case looks like a medieval opening; the smaller eastern
window is an enlargement of an earlier chamfered loop, the sill and east jamb of which remain.
On the top floor are a three-light mullioned window with details like those on the upper floor of
the Gatehouse, and to the east a single chamfered light.

4.77 The north elevation of the house is in effect the external wall of a two-storey out-shut
added to the taller medieval building which is continued to wrap around its west end. This out-
shut has a roof of graduated stone flags, whilst the taller medieval part of the house has a very
low-pitched leaded roof. On the ground floor are no less than three blocked doorways: the
western utilises the angle quoins of the gatehouse as its east jamb, the western has a surround
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of 18™ century character with horizontal blocks at head and foot of each jamb and a tall upright
between, and the central looks like a later insertion, and now holds a window; its lintel is of
19"-century character, and it cuts into a blocked opening at mid-height in the wall, only the
eastern jamb of which remains; a little to the west at the same level is a 9-pane sash in a stone
surround of 18™-century type, then higher up are two more small sashes in openings of 19'"-
century character; high up at the far east a patch of more thinly-coursed masonry indicates
another former window position, the splayed recess of which remains internally.

4.78 The west elevation of the house fronts onto a narrow yard; the wall steps back close to
the north end, the lower part of the projection cut back to facilitate access to the doorway at
the north end of the wall. The main part has 4-pane sash windows on ground and first floor,
with a straight joint to the north of the latter indicating an earlier window position.

4.79 The other buildings in the Square are discussed in detail by Ryder (2012). Of
particular interest here are the buildings known

The Angel (PI. 40) (Ryder, 2012, 34 - 35)

4.80 Located on the west side of the Square, this building is a dominant feature. It is a former
Inn, latterly serving as additional visitor accommodation for the Lord Crewe Arms. Its
symmetrical frontage has a central doorway in a raised tooled-stone surround, between 4/12/4
T pane tripartite sash windows that clearly re-use older uprights in their sides; there are very
similar openings above, but this time holding 2/8/2 sashes, with an 8-pane sash between
them, over the door, and a gabled dormer above it, of timber on a stone base, that is clearly
Victorian. The Angel is now a deep block with a taller gabled roof, and two big stacks on each
side, but a thick medial wall inside represents the rear wall of the original medieval range; no
early features survive, other than a small chamfered ground-floor window at the north end of
the front wall. There are several fireplaces of late 18"/early 19" century character.

2

Pl. 40: The Angel (P. Ryder).

Gowl andds Cot (Rpdgre201Q,B6). 3 7)
4.81 Set slightly back from the line of nos13 and 14, this forms the northern half of the east

side of the Square. Formerly a pair of cottages,
part has a chamfered doorway with a three-centred arch, and the window alongside to the
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north has an old chamfered surround; the rear elevation is quite complex, with remains of
chamfered windows on both floors and it may retain some of the fabric of the original claustral
dormitory buildings.

4.82 Clearly, in terms of long-term conservation and management the Church authorities can
have little influence over how the majority of the extant additional structures will be conserved
and managed in the future. It is to be hoped however that once the importance of the linkages
between the Church and the other elements is more widely publicised that steps can be taken
towards a more holistic approach to conservation of the overall village fabric.

4.83 As the table below shows, within the broad area of the Blanchland Conservation Area
there are 4 Grade | listed structure entries on the British Listed Buildings Register, 1 Grade II*
listed structure entry and some 35 Grade Il listed structure entries. The area around the
Church is also scheduled as an Ancient Monument (Table 2)

Table 2: Listed Building Entries for Blanchland Village

Grade |

Church of St Mary; Abbey Gatehouse with Post Office; Churchyard Cross 17 Metres West of Door of
Church of St. Mary; House Adjacent to Abbey Gatehouse

Grade II*
Lord Crewe Arms

Grade Il

land 2, The Square; 1-5, Shildon Road; 10, the Square; 11 and 12, the Square; 13 and 14, the Square; 3-6,
the Square; 7-9, the Square; Abbey Cottage; Acton Cottage; Bailiffs House; Barn 6 Metres West of Abbey
View; Blanchland Bridge, over the River Derwent; Bridge over the Shildon Burn; Byre and Attached Privies
10 Metres South-South-West of Abbey View; Byre/Hayloft 10 Metres South-East of No.10; Farm buildings
to South of No. 10; Gate piers and Quadrant Walls to Grove Cottage; Gate piers to Churchyard; Gowland's
Cottage; Grove Cottage; Methodist Chapel; No. 17 and Adjacent Building to West, Now a Wing of Lord
Crewe Arms; North Hill Cottages; Old School; Outbuilding and Attached Privies 5 Metres East of
No0.17; Outbuilding to North of No. 5; Pant; Privies to Rear of No. 13, 14 and Gowland's Cottage; Privy Row
to Rear of Nos. 1-5; Shildon Cottage and Walls Adjoining; Telephone Kiosk Opposite Abbey Church; The
Angel; Wall on South Side of Churchyard; Wall, Railings and Gate to South of Methodist Chapel; War
Memorial Outside St Marys Abbey; Ward Headstone 12 Metres South-West of Door of Church of St. Mary

The Scheduling Statement reads as follows:

The monument comprises the site of the nave, south transept, cloister garth, east claustral
range and part of the monastic graveyard of Blanchland Abbey. Remains of all these features
survive beneath the modern ground surface. The later 12th/early 13th century standing cross
west of the Church tower is also included. The Abbey was founded for the Canons of the Order
of Premontre (the Premonstratensians) by Walter de Bolbeck in 1165. Although never a very
large house, it was visited by Edward Ill in 1327 following its burning by Scots raiders. The
monastery was initially dissolved in 1536 only to be reformed by the King in 1537 before being
finally dissolved in 1539. The site passed through secular hands and was acquired by the
Forster family in the early 17th century. By this time or soon after, the cloister had become the
core of the mansion, parts of which survive today as the Lord Crewe Arms Hotel (Listed
Building Grade II*). The northern and western walls of the former parish burial ground are
included in this scheduling as they are considered to incorporate areas of medieval fabric.
Other walls demarcating the edge of the area of the monument are not included in the
scheduling. A row of buildings to the rear of the Hotel adjacent to the south boundary of the
monument are excluded from the scheduling, but the ground beneath them is included. The
area of the scheduling comprises only part of the former monastic precinct. It should be noted
that the following features of the abbey are not included: 1) the parish Church which comprises
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https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101045418-churchyard-cross-17-metres-west-of-door-of-church-of-st-mary-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101045418-churchyard-cross-17-metres-west-of-door-of-church-of-st-mary-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101370257-house-adjacent-to-abbey-gatehouse-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101154141-lord-crewe-arms-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101370255-1-5-shildon-road-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101154047-10-the-square-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101045386-11-and-12-the-square-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101154065-13-and-14-the-square-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101154022-3-6-the-square-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101154022-3-6-the-square-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101045385-7-9-the-square-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101370233-abbey-cottage-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101045383-acton-cottage-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101045415-bailiffs-house-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101153609-barn-6-metres-west-of-abbey-view-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101153609-barn-6-metres-west-of-abbey-view-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101045417-blanchland-bridge-over-the-river-derwent-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101153724-bridge-over-the-shildon-burn-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101045416-byre-and-attached-privies-10-metres-south-south-west-of-abbey-view-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101045416-byre-and-attached-privies-10-metres-south-south-west-of-abbey-view-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101154060-byrehayloft-10-metres-south-east-of-no10-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101370258-farmbuidlings-to-south-of-no-10-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101370258-farmbuidlings-to-south-of-no-10-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101370231-gatepiers-and-quadrant-walls-to-grove-cottage-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101153673-gatepiers-to-churchyard-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101370259-gowlands-cottage-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101370259-gowlands-cottage-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101045408-grove-cottage-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101045409-methodist-chapel-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101045387-no-17-and-adjacent-building-to-west-now-a-wing-of-lord-crewe-arms-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101045387-no-17-and-adjacent-building-to-west-now-a-wing-of-lord-crewe-arms-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101153705-north-hill-cottages-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101045420-old-school-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101045388-outbuilding-and-attached-privies-5-metres-east-of-no17-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101045388-outbuilding-and-attached-privies-5-metres-east-of-no17-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101045382-outbuilding-to-north-of-no-5-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101370260-pant-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101154104-privies-to-rear-of-no-13-14-and-gowlands-cottage-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101370256-privy-row-to-rear-of-nos-1-5-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101370256-privy-row-to-rear-of-nos-1-5-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101045380-shildon-cottage-and-walls-adjoining-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101262120-telephone-kiosk-opposite-abbey-church-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101045384-the-angel-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101045384-the-angel-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101153683-wall-on-south-side-of-churchyard-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101370232-wall-railings-and-gate-to-south-of-methodist-chapel-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101391493-war-memorial-outside-st-marys-abbey-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101391493-war-memorial-outside-st-marys-abbey-blanchland
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101045419-ward-headstone-12-metres-south-west-of-door-of-church-of-st-mary-blanchland
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the north transept and choir of the monastic Church. 2) the present parochial graveyard east
of the parish Church; 3) the remains of the west and south ranges of the cloister and of
buildings which originally formed four sides of the monastic outer court (including the precinct
gatehouse) which have been converted in various ways into dwellings etc. 4) the village
square and adjacent roads. These are all considered at present to be adequately covered by
other forms of statutory protection, notably listed building legislation and conservation controls.

The Square | -I__
Abbey |

. " {remains of)

L |

B ) e

el N 2423m 7| Derwent Well 1
e Y | )

ay Area

Fig. 8: Blanchland: The Scheduled Area (Courtesy of Historic England)

5. ASSESSMENT OF THE ASSETO0S SI GNIFI CANCE

51The Chur ch dhcultE JugstiaiondRédles (2013) suggest that the significance
of a Church or other building should be seen:

én terms of its special architectural and historic interest (including any contribution made by
its setting) and any significant features of artistic or archaeological interest that the Church or
other building has so as to enable the potential impact of [development] proposals on its

significance, and on any such features, to be

The document further identifies 5 |levels of
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1 High i important at national to international levels.

1 Moderate-High i important at regional or sometimes higher.

1 Moderate i usually of local value but of regional significance for group or other
value (e.g. vernacular architecture).

! Low-Moderate i of local value.

1 Low T adds little or nothing to the value of a site or detracts from it.

52This would broadly equate with the series of He

Conservation Principles: Policies and Guidance for the Sustainable Management of the

Historic Environment (2008) and set out below. These, taken together with an assessment of

the Churchdés setting, all ow an evalwuation of th

approach to assessing significance is the one that has been adopted here.

5.3 HERITAGE VALUES

1) Evidential Value: the potential of a place to yield evidence about past human activity. This
is usually in the form of archaeological or architectural information

2) Historical Value: the ways in which past people, events and aspects of life can be
connected through a place to the present i it tends to be illustrative or associative.

3) Aesthetic Value: the ways in which people draw sensory and intellectual stimulation from
a place.

4) Communal Value: the meanings of a place for the people who relate to it, or for whom it
figures in their collective experience or memory.

5.4 Setting
As the gl ossary tNationaltrlanniGgduelieyr-ramesvork (#0%2) makes clear,

dhe setting of a heritage asset is the surroundings in which a heritage asset is experienced.
Its extent is not fixed and may change as the asset and its surroundings evolve. Elements of
a setting may make a positive or negative contribution to the significance of an asset, may
affect the ability to appreciate that significance or may be neutral.

The contribution of setting to the significance of a heritage asset is often expressed by
reference to views, a purely visual impression of an asset or place which can be static or
dynamic, including a variety of views of, across, or including that asset, and views of the
surroundings from or through the asset, and may intersect with, and incorporate the settings
of numerous heritage assets.

Views which contribute more to understanding the significance of a heritage asset include:
those where relationships between the asset and other historic assets or places or natural
features are particularly relevant;
9 those with historical associations, including viewing points and the topography of
battlefields;
1 those where the composition within the view was a fundamental aspect of the design
or function of the heritage asset; and
1 those between heritage assets and natural or topographic features, or phenomena

A

such as solar and lunar events. o0
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5.5 EVIDENTIAL VALUE

06The potenti al of a place to yield eviden
activity. This is usually in the form of archaeological or
architectural information. 0

St Marybés Church clearly has high evidential val

and the exemplary recent research by Peter Ryder has clearly shown that it is possible to
chart the structural and architectural fortunes and misfortunes of the present Church from the
surviving fabric. This has been more than adequately demonstrated in the discussion of the
6assetd set out above. When this is coupled wit
Premonstratensian Abbey currently preserved within the village plan, then this value is
enhanced and the contribution to the monumentds
remembered that of all the 35 Premonstratensian Abbeys in the country, Blanchland is the

only one that has developedintoaé model 6 vill age due to the activi
and Trust over the centuries, and that St Maryos
a Premonstratensian Abbey brought back into use

5.6 Figs 6 and 9 clearly show the evidential value of the standing elements of the Church and

the village in the overall reconstruction of the plan of the Abbey and its associated structures.

The high number of O6designated heritagesetasset sb
above, is also a key indicator of this high evidential value. This data will obviously provide an

important basis for future research on the Abbey as a whole and the Church in particular that

will further develop our understanding of both.

5.7 The potential of the asset to reveal further important insights into its history, development
and detailed human usage, is also enhanced when the contribution of sub-surface
archaeological remains is included in the discussion. Ryder is of the opinion that significant
archaeological remains might survive beneath the floors of the Church, and that any
disturbance of these will require careful recording. He believes that the O0ma
drains devised by the canonsd veorkgdwittpnrtteilChubch v r ev e
(Featherstonehaugh 1893, 38) may well have been acoustic pits excavated beneath the choir
stalls to amplify and develop the buildingds aco

5.8 Other earlier work has also demonstrated the potential of archaeology to make a significant
contribution to our understanding of the site and to further demonstrate its considerable
evidential value e.qg.:

i) As Ryder has speculated (Ryder, 2012, 38), the east range of the cloister which is
in the garden of the Lord Crewe Arms was probably demolished at a very early stage
in the sites demise, but writing in 1868, Featherstonhaugh said its foundations could
be 6recogni sed under t he turf o in suffic
by 30 ft (1868, 138). These foundations may well have been excavated at some time
in the first half of the 20mncentury, as Addleshaw (1951, 17) stated they were visible,
and were of three structures, the south tr
parl our 6; however, as far as is known they

ii) An archaeological watching brief carried out by Peter Ryder in 2005 also
demonstrated the archaeological potential of the Square (south of the South Range)
(Fig. 6). Here a series of post medieval conduits was observed running across the
Square and down to the river. (Ryder, 2005)

5.9 Itis, however, the excavation report on the work carried out on the lawn of the Lord Crewe

Arms which was the original Cloister Garth, and which revealed the foundations of part of the
Chapter House (Fig. 7), that brings into sharp focus the heightened evidential value of the
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asset when subjected to modern, targeted and well direct archaeological research. Here
archaeology revealed not only the plan of part of the Chapter House and other elements of
the claustral structure, but it also showed the impact of the Dissolution period through the
recovery of much shattered and discarded medieval stained glass which the excavators
believe to be of considerable importance because it extends the repertoire of geometric
grisaille design types for the north of England (The Archaeological Practice, 2014).

5.10 HISTORICAL VALUE

6The ways in which past peopl e, even
be connected through a place to the present i it tends to be
il lustrative or associatived.

Taken in isolation it might be argued that the Church itself has only moderate historical value.
Prior to its refurbishment and renovation in 1752, however, the current Church was part of the
overall Abbey structure. This confers much higher historical value on the standing remains.
Seen in this context, the foundation of the Abbey by the Bolbec family links it to a very important
medieval land-owning dynasty, many of whom were high sheriffs of Northumberland (Oliver,
1919), and whose association with the Abbey lasted until the C14th. Grants of land also came
to the Abbey through its association with the powerful Neville Family and in 1215 the Abbey
had its first close association with Royalty when the then King, John, confirmed to the canons
at Blanchland all the landed and other bequests bestowed upon the abbey up to that time.

5.11 In the C13th and C14th the Abbey also furthered its links with Royalty when, in 1295,
Edward | summoned the Abbot of Blanchland to attend Parliament as one of the few invited
ecclesiastical membersi a c | ear indication of the Hou
importance. In July 1327, in response to a large incursion by a Scottish Army, which saw the
Abbey burned, Edward Il spent the night in the Abbey, preparing to do battle with the Scots.
Later in 1327, the king ordered John de Carleton to deliver victuals to Blanchland to the value
of twenty marks (NCH, 320). Further Royal aid was granted in 1331 (NCH, 320 i 322).

5.12 As outlined in the historical section, above, the Abbey came into the hands of the Forster
family in the C16th by a complex marriage nexus. The Abbey, along with Bamburgh Castle
stayed in the hands of the Forsters until they were purchased by Nathaniel, Lord Crewe, the
then Bishop of Durham in 1709.

5.13 The Forsters had a long history in the manor of Adderstone, near Belford in northern

ts

S e

o

and

Northumberl and. Sir Thomas Forster was OMarchal

Thomas was Sherriff of Northumberland in 1564 and 1572, while his other son Sir John
Forster was Warden of the Marches for 37 years. He was also governor of Berwick and he
was granted Bamburgh Castle by the Crown. A detailed discussion of the relationship of
the Forsters with the Abbey is set out above.

5.14 After the death of Sir William Forster and his sons, the property passed to Dorothy
Forster (Lady Crewe) and her nephew Thomas Foster. However, the family had run up
substantial debts and their creditors petitioned Chancery for the sale of the estates to meet
their accumulated debts. Lord Crewe gradually bought up all the family property from the
Crown for a total sum of £20,697 10s, and it was conveyed to him by deed on May 15th
and May 16th 1709.

5.15 Thomas Forster was chosen to be the General of the 1715 Jacobite Rising and this
has led to suggestions that he forfeited his estates at this time. However, in 1715 these
estates had already been in the possession of Lord Crewe for some years. Thomas Forster
was rescued from Newgate prison, where he was imprisoned and sentenced to death for
his part in the 1715 Jacobite rebellion, by his sister, Dorothy Forster, the niece of the

Dorothy Forster who was to become Lord Creweds s
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5.16 With the accession of the Estate and the Abbey by Lord Crewe, we enter another period
that enhances the historical value of the Church. Nathaniel Crew, 3rd Baron Crew (31 January
163371 18 September 1721) was Bishop of Oxford from 1671 to 1674, then Bishop of
Durham from 1674 to 1721. As such he was one of the longest serving bishops of the Church
of England and when he died in 1721, his will, dated to 24" June 1720 founded the charities
for which he is now justly famous. On the Bamburgh Estate a body of Trustees administered
the residue of his wealth, setting up a boarding school for 34 girls to train them for domestic
service, a free dispensary, a windmill to grind corn and a granary. The Trustees also set up a
local coastguard system and provided shelter for shipwrecked seamen in the Castle. The first
ounsinkabl ed | ifeboat wasdcoastintlZd8b.l ed on t he Northunm

5.17 In 1752 the Trustees turned their attention to the Church at Blanchland, renovating the
building to its present form and sensitively rebuilding most of the village houses, thus
maintaining the general plan of the Premonstratensian Abbey.

5.18 Clearly the Church in the wider context of the Abbey is invested with a great deal of

hi storical value and this element of the siteods
eighteenth century. The fine memorial windows in the east wall are the work of Leonard

Evetts (1909 i 1997), one of the finest glass artists of the twentieth century. He lived and

worked in the north-east of England and came to public notice in 1938 when he published

his book Roman Lettering, based on his study of the letters of the inscription at the base of

Trajands column. This made him an authority in h

5.19 In 1937 he joined the department of Fine Art at King's College, Newcastle upon Tyne,
ultimately becoming head of the department. He completed over 300 windows and
combined a mature knowledge of Christian liturgy and iconography with a fine sense of
colour and design. Perhaps his greatest achievement - unparalleled in modern times - was
his glass for the Church of St Nicholas, Bishopwearmouth, where the entire chancel and
nave was all his work. Few artists have that opportunity, and he took full advantage of it.

520Hi s obituari st sai d t h awvas his plainulaaddd yglass, mging r t a n't
handmade reamy glass of various types. He often lectured in the art of grisaille, and developed

the distinctive Northumbrian style of F.R. Wilson, most handsomely at Blanchland Abbey and

in the great east window at Sedgefield. Less well known was his work in recognising and
conserving fragments of medieval glass as at Lanchester. He was Vice-Chairman of the

Council for the Care of Churches, 1972-81, and a member of Newcastle Diocesan Advisory
Committee (on new installations and additions) for more than half a century.

5.21 AESTHETIC VALUE
6The ways in which people draw sensory and intel

This is one of the most difficult 6évaluesd to as
of the local community the Church is central to a shared body of Christian belief and the

building itself is the focus for both individual and collective acts of worship and meditation. The

acoustics within the building are legendary and obviously contribute much to the aesthetic

appreciation of both religious Church services and secular music concerts.

5.22 The dimensions of the surviving Church, especially its height, serve to convey something
of the former grandeur of the Abbey as a whole and one can only but speculate as to the
aesthetic/spiritual impact that the original structure would have had on both the laity and the
religious community in the period before the Dissolution.

5.23 Local poets have certainly drawn inspiration from events surrounding the Church and
former Abbey. In 1812 the then Curate of Blanchland, Rev Richard Willis, wrote a poem
entitled The Happy Village in which he lovingly refers to the Church:
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A decent Church to piercing torrents proof,

As reared within the Abbeyds vaulted roof .
The old and new are blended in the pile

To Wear one semblance of its former style.

The broad square steeple firmly stands erect,

Just as it was without the least defect.

Pure hallowed fabric, freed from gross abuse

What constitutes thy beauty is thy use.

The modest whispering of the tinkling bell

Are all for good, and that the dale can tell.

John Carr LL.D. who was born at Muggleswick (17227 1807) also certainly drew artistic inspiration
from the Abbey in his 1787 poem Ode to the Derwentwhi ch was included
compilation of local song and verse entitled The Bishoprick Garland of 1834, and the same could
also be said of the poet Alexander Barrass, born at Blackhall Mill (c18561 1929), in his book The
Derwent Valley and Other Poems, published in 1887.

5.24 Of all the poets who have attempted to express the delights of Blanchland in verse,
however, George Carr has to be the most prolific. Born in Blanchland in 1850 his best-known
work is Bonnie Blanchland, written around 1890 and published in 1902. Consisting of more
than 300 stanzas it describes everything to do with Blanchland, including the massacre of the
canons, the day the lead miners nearly blew up Baybridge, and the annual show, and he
certainly was inspired by the Church to write:

The Church is standing down below

Beside the grand old steeple,

Whose bell, with solemn tone and slow,

To worship calls the people.

It speaks of rest, of calm and peace,

In majesty replete: The dead of many centuries

Lie sleeping at its feet.

5.25 Writing in 1924 Miss May E. Dolphin a local poet from nearby Edmundbyers was also
inspired by local folklore attached to the Church to write:

THE PHANTOM BELL

A phantom bell, the Blanchland people say
Is heard to toll by night, to toll by day.

Its sound, like prisoned echo, rising, fills

The quiet valley girt about with hills.

Is it some echo of forgotten time?
When canon and abbot trod the worn stone stair?
Crept to their midnight vigil at its chime,

Answered its summons to their daily prayer.
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Long have they slept beneath the Abbey wall,

Friar and Abbott, stilltheb el | 6s deep cal l
Startles a heedless sceptic world, and men

Whisper of mysteries beyond their ken.

(Cited in Wade, 1967, 12)

Wade cites several other local poets who were inspired by the Church at Blanchland: Lax,
Rutter, Bowles and Surtees Armstrong. (Wade, 1967 130).

5.26 Unfortunately, the Church was not painted by any of the great landscape artists who

worked in the North Pennines in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. This may be in no

smal | part due to t he vithelwaygneh® dlorth Peoninésiarmmvell (t uc k €
off the beaten track), rather than any lack of aesthetic quality in the village and Church itself

Indeed, at the end of the nineteenth century local artists such as Samuel Tuke-Richardson,

found inspiration in the village as a whole, and in the C. 20"-215t Peter Hemming, Malcolm

Coils, Peter Thompson, Peter Rumney and Richard Hart-Jackson have been similarly

inspired. The Church is an integral part of their general village views.

5.27 Again, in popular culture, the village, and by association the Church, has shown itself to

be an ideal l ocation for period dramas. Sever al
dramatized against the back-drop of Blanchland e.g. Gambling Man, Dinner of Herbs, The

Glass Virgin, and The Girl, and in 1996 it doubled for a Dorset village in the film Jude (starring

Christopher Ecclestone and Kate Winslett). More recently it has figured in the crime drama

Vera( starring Brenda Blethyn). The wvill angaetical so f
novel, Dorothy Forster, first published in 1884, and he visited the village in order to get the

local impressions and detailed contained in the book.

5.28 In light of the above it could be argued that the Church has moderate aesthetic value.

5.29 COMMUNAL VALUE

60The meanings of a place for the people who rel a
experience or memory?®o

Undoubtedly this is the most difficult of the OH
has an important role in the liturgical life of the community; however, congregation numbers

are now so small as to threaten the continued existence of the Church as a viable religious

institution. The Blanchland Abbey Project was set up with an explicit aim of developing the

Church as a focal point for community activity. The local support for the Project is an obvious

indicator of the latent communal value of the Church.

5.30 Setting of the Church

Most of the discussion above would highlight the fact that the Church itself cannot be divorced
from the fortunes of the Abbey and the development of the village. The importance of the
group value of all of these structures and elements taken together cannot be over emphasised.
As a result, the setting of the Church makes an important contribution to its significance as an
individual building. Located at the very centre of the plan of the Premonstratensian Abbey,
and hence the village itself, it stresses the importance of the now destroyed nave of the Abbey
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building from which it was re-constructed. The location of the Church is thus central to the
better understanding of the geography and social workings of the Abbey

5.31 St Norbert was a friend of Bernard of Clairvaux the founder of the Cistercian Order and

was largely influenced by Cistercian ideals as to both the manner of life and the government

of the Premonstratensian Order. Cistercian monasteries were invariably founded in deep, well-

watered valleys, always standing at a stream's edge and this tradition certainly seems to have

been carried over into the | ocation of Bl anchl and
secluded setting links it to wider elements of the medieval monastic world order. Obviously, every

effort must be made to preserve the Churchoés setti
for the village itself to develop in the light of C21st demands.

Overall, then, it might be argued that the Church itself has a high - moderate level of
significance. As shown above, its evidential and historical values are high and probably of

national importance while its aesthetic and communal values are of a lower order of

i mportance. Clearly the Churchoés evidential wvalue
enhanced by its setting and by its group value when placed into the context of the wider

surviving Abbey structure and the modern village of Blanchland.

6. ASSESSMENT OF MANAGEMENT ISSUES

6.1 Management issues relating to the Church can be examined at two basic levels. First there

are issues of immediate, physical, management that deal with the maintenance of the fabric

and the mitigation of any per cei veasisettoltabevae.t s t o t
Secondly, we might consider a range of Oaspirati
future use of the Church and which might be intimately linked with the on-going Church

mission statement, the general vision for its future use and the overall aims of the Community

Devel opment Organi sat i onBlaRchland s\theyGRes c hi €mwunélelr d
Project.

Physical Management Issues

6.2 This section addresses issues relating to potential threats to the overall significance of the
Church. Of particular importance here is an understanding of any immediate threats to the
evidential importance of the structure, and we address these in the review of the condition of
the Church set out below.

6.3 Threats to the historical significance of the site are mini mal as a
aesthetic importance (though this aspect of significance could be threatened if harm was to

come to the physical structure of the Church and other physical elements of the village so as

to impact upon the setting of the Church).

6.4 The main village structures are protected from physical harm by their existence within the
Blanchland Conservation Area and by the designation of some buildings as being nationally
important assets on the National Listed Buildings Register and the Schedule of Ancient
Monuments. They should also be protected by the requirements of the National Planning
Policy Framework guidelines and by the relevant sections of the Northumberland Local Plan.

6.5 To better understand the wider physical management issues affecting the Church itself we

must first have an understanding of the condition of the building. We are aided in this by having
access to the | atest Quinquennial Review of the
out in 2017 by Bryony Roff, of the Spence and Dower Architectural Practice, under the
requirements of the Inspection and Repair of Churches: Care of Churches Measure (1991)

for the Parochial Church Council.
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6.6 This document sets out a programme for the care and up-keep of the Church in light of a
detailed inspection by a conservation architect. What follows is a digest of the main themes of
this report as set out in the executive summary. Clearly the full set of recommendations should
be used to develop a series of management policies as set out below in Section 7 of this
document.

6.7 Roff concluded that the Church is, generally, in a sound condition and she outlined a
number of cyclical maintenance tasks that should simply be on-going in the natural order of
things. She did, however, list a number of issues which would benefit from fairly urgent
attention, some of which, if neglected, might have an impact on the evidential value of the
Church:

i) Repairs to the roof including re-fixing, or replacing, slipped slates, reforming the
mortar fillet at the East end of the Chancel roof and pointing the water table in the
same area.

1)) The security of fixing of the cross and condition of the bedding of the roof tiles

should be checked when other roof repairs are carried out as the condition could
not be accurately assessed from ground level.

iii) Vegetation and debris should be cleared from gutters and gulleys.

iv) The lightning conductor should be checked.

68She also |isted some works that would re
both internal and external repairs, and she suggested that work on some of these may need
to be phased (e.g. the works to boundary walls), in order to spread the cost over several years.

6.9 She noted with some alarm the occurrence of internal dampness, recommending re-
pointing of internal and external walls in a few places, and although she believed that some
degree of dampness was probably inevitable given the difference between internal and
external ground levels, she suggested that it might be necessary to construct an external
gravel perimeter to walls where internal dampness was noted, so as to keep the damp earth
away from the wall. Roff also suggested that drains taking surface water from the roof gulleys
should be checked to ensure that they are running clear and if not, that they should be rodded
or cleared as required.

6.10 As further mitigation against the development of dampness, she also suggested that the
pit to the West of the Church should be investigated to see whether the associated downpipe
discharges into a gulley with soakaway or simply onto the ground. If the latter was found to be
the case, she recommended that a soakaway should be formed within the Churchyard to take
water away from the base of the walls.

6.11 She noted the perennial problem of saplings and other vegetation taking hold around the
base of the walls especially to the East of the Chancel and to the West of the Church, and she
suggested that these should be cleared back and that roots should be either removed or killed
to prevent regrowth. She also recommended that areas of walling concealed by vegetation
should be inspected for any urgent repairs.

6.12 The condition of the stonework on the South Elevation was also recorded as poor. This
wall has been pointed with a hard mortar some of which was observed to be loose in places
and some had actually fallen in others and there were large areas of stonework where she
recorded damage. The associated southern boundary wall was also in need of attention 1
perhaps made more urgent due to the use of the adjacent property (The Lord Crewe Arms)?
Roff also noted that work was required to other boundary walls, most urgently to that on the
North side of the Churchyard.
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6.13 Woody vegetation had also colonised the North wall of the tower at high level. She
recommended that this should be removed, the roots killed and the area repointed before any
structural damage was caused. Also, within the Tower, she observed that a few of the louvres
in the upper windows are starting to rot and that the louvred panels were not close fitting
against the stonework especially around the tracery elements. She suggested that additional
mesh may be required on the inside to prevent bird ingress through the larger gaps.

6.14 Internally she noted a few smaller issues such as re-fixing the loose section of skirting to
the Chancel screen and consolidation of loose stonework to the West wall of the Nave. The
tower steps are not easy to negotiate due to begin badly worn but debris has accumulated on
the steps as well which makes them even more hazardous i this should be swept and
consideration be given to fixing a simple rope handrail to provide some additional support to
those needing access to the upper level.

6.15 The bells and headstock should be inspected by the Diocesan Bell inspector in the near
future. Cracking noted in the upper floor of the tower needs to be repointed with lime mortar
and visually monitored to see if any future movement occurs. The South and West walls were
of particular concern.

6.16 Gravestones have been checked at intervals since the last inspection. This should
continue, ideally on an annual basis, and brief records kept of each survey.

Lapidary Material

6.17 Ryder (2012, 37) has noted that a considerable amount of carved stonework has survived
throughout the village, probably because it was deemed unsuitable for re-use in any building
fabric. Several pieces were employed as decorative features in the late-18" century
remodelling of the village, and others are scattered around rockeries etc. Probably the most
significant piece is the 12™M-century capital identified by Ryder and now stored inside the
Church (PI. 41). A number of other pieces are also currently housed in the Church, including
a small double capital which Ryder believes probably came from the cloister arcade (PI. 42).
It would be a useful project to make a proper record of these stones before they become lost
forever.

Pls. 41 and 42: C12th capital (left). Double capital ? from Cloister range (right) (P. Ryder)

6.18 All of the above general issues need to be addressed to ensure the continued physical
well-being of this Grade 1 listed structure and to keep it from Histori ¢ = E n g Buiédmgs$ ats
Risk Register. But the physical and immediate management issues must be seen against the
background of higher order issues that are fundamental to ensuring a viable future for the
Church within the Community. These we havetermed 6 As pi rati onal 6 i ssues.
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Aspirational Management Issues

6.19 Currently, the care of the Church is vested in a small, dwindling, but highly committed
worshipping community and this places wider pressures on the capacity of the incumbent, the
Churchwarden and the Parochial Church Council which must progressively impact on the time
that can be given to the effective care of the building. A key issue then, in preserving the long-
term viability of the Church, is how to broaden
responsibility towards the Church and who have an emotional investment in the place?
Developing mechanisms for securing this broader base of involvement is a central thrust of
the6 Resi | i ent Heandlinkeddjrectly Borthe js the further issue of how to maintain
the Church

i) as an open, sacred, space, central to the sustainability of a unique rural community, and,
just as importantly,

i) as a tourist attraction within the wider Derwent Valley, located at the heart of one of the
most beautiful villages in the North Pennines Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

6.20 A problem which needs to be urgently addressed in this context is just how fit is the
Church for purpose in the 21% century, when it has no heating, toilets or running water?
Policies need to be devised that can rectify these omissions if the Church is to fulfil its future
potential.

6.21 An awareness of the lack of public amenities raises a further management issue linked
to the realisation of t Hhtewh& eaxtemt wihitthe neeessarytora-t i on al
order the internal structure of the building so as to:

a) rectify the amenity issues,

b) enhance worship and

c) create a flexible and creative space that is amenable to multiple religious and secular uses?

The latter might include exhibitions related to the interpretation of local heritage and

archaeology, various arts events including theatre and live music events in addition to more
traditional 6art o6 exhibitions andventsandipubicge r el
lectures.

6.22 What building works would be necessary to realise these aspirations? Would pews need

to be removed to allow the creation of the desired flexible space? Clearly any move to provide

necessary amenities should take into account the need to reduce the carbon footprint of the

Church in line with the recommendations of the
campaign Shrinking the Footprint. This would mean that an environmental audit of the

present situation would first be required and then the development of policies and
objectives to explore and i mpl ement 6greener d
lighting and power within the building.

6.23 Other management issues arise from the Resi | i ent He r ddsigegae Proj e
promote wider access to the Church either for worship of for proposed cultural activities,
namely compliance with the requirements of the Equality Act of 2010 relating to access. In
order to address this particular issue policies will be needed to ensure among other things:

a) the widest possible participation in services.

b) access both inside and outside the building for a range of potential users possibly
with a range of abilities and needs.

c) easy access to the toilets.

d) easier circulation around the Churchyard.

e) easier access for pall bearers both entering the church with coffins and exiting to the
rear churchyard for burials.
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6.24 A much wider issue relates to the future status of the Church itself. The active,
worshipping congregation is, and probably always has been, small yet the Church building

itself is clearly a focal point for the community in relation to the performance of funerals,

weddings and baptisms. In the preparation of this Plan, and in light of the above observation,

there has been some discussion with the present vicar, Dr Savage, about the Blanchland
becoming a oO0festival Churchoé as defined (kya t he
Church building which is not used for weekly worship, but is valued and required by the
community for local events and for Festivals of the Church and for Rites of Passage -
Baptisms, Weddings, Funeral so6) .

6.25 This is clearly not an acceptable proposition, for, while community numbers attending
services are small, there is still a strongly held commitment to the maintenance of a life of
prayer within the village, reflecting both contemporary feeling and the monastic heritage
of the site. The onus is clearly on the re-development of the Church as a focal point for re-
energised religious activity and practice while, at the same time, creating an environment
in which the building will become a cultural hub with a role in telling the story of the Abbey,
the village and the wider area. Given its exceptional acoustics, the Church should also
serve as a focal point for a variety of musical/theatrical events.

6.26 Developing the wider value of the Church in its local context, as suggested above, also

of fers a key route to securing the sustainabild:i
building, and as a focus of Christian life and mission. In addition, such a development agenda

for the Church also offers potential support to the wider community and to the economic life of

the village and the locality. It would also add
visitors.

7. POLICY AIMS AND OVERALL OBJECTIVES.

This section contains policies designed to retain and enhancethe Chur chés signi fi ca
to address issues raised in Section 6 above:

7.1 Governance

a) We will explore the establishment of a new management body for the Abbey
Churchi 6 Bl an cHeraintdage 6. This wil! work toward:
the building between the Parochial Church Council (PCC) and Blanchland
Community Development Organisation (BCDO).
b) Further support for the protection of the Church and its better governance will also
come through the current O6Rural Churches fo
project will use an innovative, group-based, approach to support and strategically
develop 4 sets of Churches in rural Northumberland as integrated community
assets (40 historic Churches in total). Each Church group will have a 5- person
nominated project team consisting of clergy and Church and community volunteers
drawn from Churches across the group. Each project team will be supported via
an intensive consultancy programme to develop a strategy and business plan for
the care and development of the Churches in their group, and two members of
each team will receive additional training enabling them to provide direct Church
buildings support to Churches within their group (8 trainees in total). In addition,
one Church in each group will deliver a building improvement project. The project
will be delivered by a partnership and managed by a Project Officer with additional
consultancy.
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c) We will actively support and participate in the activities relating to this initiative as
a further means to developing wider, local, expertise that will promote the pro-
active conservation management of the Church and its related elements. The
outcomes of this project should also facilitate broader consultation within the
community on the potential impacts of proposals for change.

7.2 Better Understanding of the Church Fabric

We will develop and implement policies to better understand, and thus enhance, the
significance of the Church fabric. These will also include the cemetery and its enclosing walls
and the scattered architectural fragments present within the village.

A detailed internal ground plan of the Church, with associated external elevations, has just
been completed (Nov. 2019) by Lewis Surveying Associates for the DAC/PCC, the first since
Knowles surveyed plan in the late 19" century. This will allow the complex external fabric to
be better understood and interpreted. Further work is required, however, on the internal
elevations, especially the upper part of the tower, with its unusual features at belfry level. By
the same token a detailed, modern, surveyed plan of the Churchyard, showing all graves and
related structures, would also facilitate better understanding of the conservation issues faced
by this important part of the Churchdés infrastr.u

To this end we will scope out the range of archaeological and architectural surveying
techniques that might be applied to this work and arrive at a costed plan for its implementation.

7.3 Maintenance and Repair of Church Fabric.

We will assiduously seek to maintain the Church fabric in line with recommendations set out
in the reports generated by the Quinquennial Review process (see above).

Further to this we will develop a longer term, rolling, programme of capital works to ensure
that potentially larger scale threats to the significance of the structure are dealt with at an early
date, e.g.

i) The phased removal of all cementitious pointing on the external and internal
surfaces of that Church, which is having a detrimental effect on Church
stonework, and its replacement with lime-based mortar.

i) Removal of vegetational growth from the Church fabric at an early stage before
it can become established.
iii) Regular monitoring of the Churchyard trees to make sure that they do not

obscure the view of the Church from the village and thus have a detrimental

i mpact on the appreciation of the Churcho
potential for root damage of the fabric must also be monitored and necessary

steps taken to mitigate against this. Of particular concern here is the potential

impact of the two mature lime trees that front the churchyard, the roots of which

may be damaging archaeological evidence relating to the nave of the church.
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7.4 Re-development of Internal Arrangements Within the Church to Better Fit It for
Purpose in the C21st.

Any redevelopment, or restructuring, of internal spatial arrangements within the Church must
be carried out in a sympathetic way with minimum impact on its evidential value. To this end:

i) In order to create a more flexible, user friendly space within the body of the
Church we will continue dialogue with the DAC, Church-Care and the PCC on
the advisability of, and options for, either the re-ordering, or partial/total removal
of the Church pews. We will also discuss other possible interventions with a
similar aim: e.g. the possible removal of the present organ, the removal of the
1972 wooden screening in front of the side chapels and some of the screening
in the Choir.

1)) We will carry out an Environmental Audit of the Church and in light of the results
we will seek specialist advice on the most effective, yet environmentally
sensitive, heating and lighting systems for the Church, following the blueprint
laid out on the Church-Care website (see below). A heating system is an
obvious priority in the fight to counter the potentially detrimental impact of damp
on the fabric of the Church.

iii) We will take advice from the DAC, Church-Care and the PCC on the potential
for the installation of modern toilet and kitchen facilities within the Church.
Obviously, this will need careful scoping to ensure that any proposed building
works are not detrimental to the good preservation of existing Church fabric.
Any below ground, structural, interventions will also have the potential to
expose archaeological information that will be important in furthering our
understanding of t he ChyscherheGobmajerwvorkise nt i a l
must take on board the archaeological implications of the proposed activity at
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